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Specimen - Sputum/Fluid

AFB Smear (Z-N or Auramin or Kinyoun Stain) - AFB are Seen (Positive)  ++ [ +++

Microscopic Findings:

Acid-fast bacilli observed as red, slender rod-shaped organisms against a blue background.

Clinical Significance (Positive AFB Smear)

e A positive AFB smear indicates the presence of acid-fast bacilli, most commonly
Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

e Suggests active tuberculosis (TB) and high infectivity, especially in pulmonary cases.

e Requires immediate clinical attention, isolation (if pulmonary), and initiation of anti-
tubercular therapy (ATT).

e May also indicate non-tuberculous mycobacterial (NTM) infection, especially in
Immunocompromised patients.

e Confirmation with culture, GeneXpert, or molecular tests is recommended.

Comments:

Correlation with clinical findings, radiological evidence, and culture results is advised.
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